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The work now before the Brethren church is of 
the very first and greatest importance, or elae there 
iA nothing to be considered worthy the attention 
of intelligent uun. The latter is the prevailing 
opinion of our people in this part of the Stale. 
But why should it be so. Here is the answer to 
this question, as I find it : The past and the pres- 
ent work ot the leaders of oar church have and are 
giving abundant evidence that their object is gain- 
ed if they can build up another church for the 
benefit ot another lot of preachers and to do this 
they are following, as near as possible, in the line 
of other successful churches, often citing their 
methods of success as worthy ot oar imitation, etc., 
so fully are our people convinced of this fact that 
they haye lost all interest in the church of their 
choice ; that this interest is lost, I give in proof 
the fact that the paper of the church baa bat two 
subscribers in this county and but one that will 
waste a sheet of paper to let you know there ever 
was a Brethren church in this country 1 Bat we 
once numbered over 40 interested members all 
anxious to work for the progress of the Brethren 
church on this coast, Now the cause of each de- 
clines and loss of confidence is certainly worthy of 
attention that a remedy may be provided against 
the recurrence of such misfortunes and right here 
I will refer to the surprising fact that our preach- 
ers are so timid on the subject of "fore- casting the 
work ot the convention." la not the convention 
tor the advancement of the cause of Christ in the 
world, if so, certainly the trouble in every locality, 
that will report, should be heard and considered, 
and all who feel an interest in the cause, should be 
urged to report their wants and situation that they 
may be considered, and if possible, mesne devised 
for relief. H. R. Holsinger says, "I must not fore- 
cast the work of the convention who may ?" I 
will answer, any one interested. Why not yon Bro. 
H. ? If you know any want of the cause proper 
to come before the convention, and you certainly 
do, why not make it known, why not throw it 
broadcast ? la the convention to be asecret institu- 
tion ? certainly not The committee was prudent 
in giving good time for the exchange of ideas and 
preparation for the work, now why hesitate in the 
work of getting well prepared to do a thorough 
work long to be remembered for good, next Sep- 
tember. But to return to my subject, the import- 
ance of that work, as intimated at the beginning of 
this paper, it is of great importance or there is 
nothing in it. The fact that a convention is called, 
proves ft want to be supplied. Now let every 
body speak who feel an interest in our cause, and 
let every want be nude known that may, in any 
way, come before the convention. But the great 
want is, a truly Gospel church in the world. Can 
we have it ? We have adopted, as our creed, "the 
Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing hut the Bible." 
This must ever fail to satisfy the thoughtful mind, 
because it is in truth no improvement on the creeds 
ot other churches, for they all take the Bible and 
.from what tbey consider its language implies and 
justifies, they Formulate their creeds, and the breth 
ren do precisely the same thing only they do not 
have it written, and none the better for that, no 
church can do otherwise, a church can of course, 
like the Masonic order, have a part of their creed 
written and a part unwritten, but is that support- 
ed by the Gospel of Christ? For instance: the 
policy of a salaried ministry is already incorporated 
in our unwritten creed because it is believed the 
Gospel sustains it yet in its fruit, it clearly antag- 
onizes the fro it of the spirit as shown by the Gee 
pel. It certainly fosters pride and leads to more 
joy over one rich man brought into the church than 
over ninety and nine poor ones. But as a policy, 
for the success of the church, as she is now running, 
it is indispensible. Other items of the same char- 
acter could be cited, (here is our creed "behind the 
curtain.") Now we want a creed embracing the 
whole Gospel and all implied in that Gospel, noth- 
ing more, nothing less and nothing "behind the 
curtain." But how can that be reached ? This is 
something for every one interested to think about 
until the convention, and then it should receive 
the most serious attention of that body. Then, the 
present age, and the ages ts come, calls for a more 
intelligent t heology than our old orthodox creeds 
have given us, something mcye In harmony with 
the Bible and with the known laws of em being. 
It is a well known fact that hereditary influences 
does more toward fashioning the physical consti- 
tution and moral character of man than all things 
else besides, external or internal, see 2 Tim. 1 : 5, 9, 
with the same truth running through the whole 
■ Bible and all the works of God as seen in nature, 
teaching the same thing, yet this grand troth is 
almost entirely ignored by the pulpit and our law- 
making powers also. This is done simply because 
it is to the financial interests of onr rulers and 
teachers to have it so. The southern planter, be- 


fore the war wanted the Gospel preached to his 
slaves, or lather that part of it relating to the duty 
of servant to master and the fire and brimstone 
part as the result of infidelity and the joys ot heav- 
en as the reward of fidelity to their masters. It 
was to the financial interests of the planter to have 
his slaves thus taught, and the name thing, modi- 
fied, is seen everywhere in our civilization. It can 
easily be demonstrated that money is the god of 
this world and of our popular Christianity, for 
there is no difference at this point, while the Gos- 
pel of Christ is something else altogether. N'>w if 
the brethren leaders aim only to build up another 
church on tne same line, run by the same means 
and for the same ends as other churches, then the 
heads of our people in Humboldt county, California 
are "level on this subject." But I for one, still 
hope there will be a noble work done next Septem- 
ber which will place the church in an atitude to 
meet the wants of intelligent men and women 
everywhere. This is just what any church will do 
that will teach and practice truly, the Gospel of 
Christ, and thiB alone can silent the infidel noise. 
But unless the "Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it" 

D. White. 
Ferndale, Cal.. April 10. 
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I am well pleased with Bro. Beer's explanations 
of a woman's covering. It is a source of gratifi- 
cation to know we have sufficiently well informed 
brethren to be able to get ant of the old theories 
argued for years. Any one having a knowledge oi 
Eastern customs knows well that women wore 
veils in public assemblies and on the streets. It 
was a mark of modesty. In the time of the Apos- 
tle this custom gradually underwent a change. 
Paul thought it would be better to adhere to this 
custom so as not to bring reproach upon the sis- 
ters. The early Christians were under strict 
scrutiny, and they were to avoid the very appear- 
ance of evil in the estimation of the Pagan world. 
It would save them slander and persecutions. 
Especially the sisters under a covering would have 
more power over temptations, and this would be 
in honor to their ministering angels. 

But if any man seems to be contentious, we 
have no such custom, neither the churches of God. 
The old theory is that Paul called contention a 
custom, because the Stoic and Epicurean philoso- 
phers engaged in contentions to uphold their re- 
spective theories. The language does not warrant 
such a conclusion, for Paul argued about the cov- 
ering, not contention. It is, or may be well in our 
day for sisters to have a covering as argued in his 
day, but that the church should make it obligatory 
or mandatory is wrong ; especially to lay down a 
pattern tor a covering is arbitary in a superlative 
degree, and Paul's language condemns it when he 
says, "we." and "the churches ot God have no 
such customs." But I think it manifestly wrong 
for sisters to rob nature when they cut short their 
hair ; for Paul says, "it is a glory to her." I thank 
God that we can examine the teachings of the 
Gospel fully, not being obliged to warp the princi- 
ples inculcated to suit only the carnal teaching of 
men. The principles underlying the Gospel is "to 
live soberly, righteously in this present world." 

S. B. Furht. 
Martinsburg, Pa. 


ness h-nce a miracle. The destruction ot the first 
burn «<f the Egyptians may be next considered, 
here to are several circumstances to be carefully 
considered, tbe stroke was inflicted upon the first 
born of tbe Egyptians only, it occured the same 
hoar — the first born of the Isrealites escaped with- 
out exception. Therefore a miracle. And tbe 
festival of "Tbe passover" was from that night in- 
stituted. We proceed to those of Christ They 
were public. They were performed under such 
circumstances es rendered it impossible for wit- 
nesses to be mistaken — tbe raising from the dead 
of the daughter of Jairus, the widow's son, and 
Lazarus ; that great miracle the resurrection of 
onr Lord himself from the dead ; Living forty 
days and nights without food in the presence of his 
friends and foes. 

Therefore a true miracle. The feast of five thou- 
sand is believable and important. It is God giv- 
ing the increase. It is a miracle the way we are 
fed, though indirect, from God. Yet we dojnot com- 
prehend it 

We are wilting to conclude the foregoing as the 
power of God in these miracles which were per- 
formed in divine authority. None but God can 
create or make alive. 

Cakrik Palmer. 

Logan, Ohio. 
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A miracle is an effect or event contrary to tbe 
established course of things, wrought either by 
the immediate act, or by the concurrence, or by 
the permission of God, for the proof or evidence of 
some particular doctrine, or in attestation of the 
authority of some particular person. The force of 
argument from miracles lies in this — that as such 
works are manifestly above human power and as 
no created being can effect them unless empowered 
the Author of nature, when they are wrought for by 
such an end as that mentioned in tbe definition, 
they are to be considered as authentication ot a 
divine mission by a special and sensible interposi- 
tion of God himself. To be brief on the subject : 
Moses stretched out his hand and tbe darkness pre- 
vailed every where but in the dwellings of his own 
people. All the children of Isreal had light in 
their dwellings, bat the Egyptians "Rose not op 
from their places for three days" because of dark- 


There is no such thing as finding out the exist- 
ence of God by an argument Nothing of the sort 
is attempted in tbe Bible. Moses and Solomon 
and Paul knew enough not to undertake it. Butler 
and Paley and all the later Christian philosophers 
have only illustrated in their works the uselessness 
of such an attempt The existence of God and his 
supernatural attributes is a direct revelation. It 
is tbe duty of the true servant to declare the Mas- 
ter's message ; not to discuss its reasonableness. 
If hearers doubt or scoff, that is their concern. 

Paul* feared lest having preached to others, eh 
himself should be a castaway. "If gold rust, what 
should -iron do f said Chaucer. If Paul thus feared, 
may not all of us have some anxiety f 

It is strange how lediculously exalted some peo 
pie get in their opinion of themselves. Some of 
us think our influence and wisdom is so great that 
all we have to do is to make our opinions known, 
and they will be unhesitatingly adoped by the 
whole world. It reminds us of the three tailors of 
an insignificent village of England who signed 
themselves, "We, the people of England." 

If a preacher desires to strike at tbe besetting 
sins of his hearers, the surest way to success is to 
begin by preaching aganist his own besetting sins. 

Orthodoxy ot deed is equally important with 
orthodoxy of creed. He who has the last without 
the first comes under the condemnation of those 
who know the truth and do it not 

There are other standards of orthodoxy besides 
tbe written creeds. He that is orthodox only in 
the form of sound words lacks the best part of 
orthodoxy, just as he who possesses "Faith without 
works" is really lacking in faith. 

"Ye shall reverence my sanctuary" is a Scrip- 
ture injunction which is not observed strictly by 
all. Church fairs, festivals ect., does not have a 
natural tendency toward this end. 

A man may work a great evil, and yet not be a 
great man. Demetrius has no history. He raised 
a great excitement one day, not by any powers of 
mind or heart, bat by simply appealing to the de- 
praved and selfish passions of wicked men. Any- 
body can do that, and then when a popular excite- 
ment is aroused, be can imagine himself a chieftain 
or a hero. * 

We have heard of instances where men have 
used religion and mide a very loud profession 
when it was a financial advantage. For instance 
we have heard of men during the war, who to avoid 
the draft, and the payment of substitution money, 
became very enthusisctic in favor of the denomina- 
tions who advocated non-resistance. 

Nosam. 
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